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The program
operates
nationally,
providing
service dogs

at no cost to

the recipients.

Mission Statement

Canine Assistants is a non -profit organization that
trains service dogs to enhance and improve the lives of
children and adults who have physical disabilities, sei-

zure conditions or other special needs.

A History of the Organizatic

Jennifer Arnold first recognized the need for this program when she
was sixteen years old and diagnosed with multiple sclerosis. She
needed to use a wheelchair for several years and came to realize how
dependent she was on others. Jennifer found it difficult to perform
simple tasks such as, picking up dropped items, opening doors and
turning on and off lights. She had heard of an organization in Califor-
nia that was training dogs to help people like her with those basic

tasks. However, she was unable to obtain a service dog because of
geographical limitations.

Since 1991, Jennifer has dedicated her efforts to
building Canine Assistants, located in Alpha-
retta, Georgia, that has given people greater in-
dependence through the use of seizure response
and service dogs. The program operates na-

tionally, providing service dogs at no cost to the
recipients.
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Current Numbers

Our programs have enabled us to place nearly 1,000
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service dogs nationally, reach more than 300,000 stu-
dents through disabilities awareness educational presen-

g tations, and provide communities with over 95,000
hours of animal assisted therapy. Last year alone, Canine Assistants provided school age chil-
dren and the community with over 873 educational presentations, reaching 90,461 students

and adults.

’__________\

I 1 Canine Assistants is a national organizationl

7 150 dogs in training at all times

1 Service Dog Teams located in the United
States, Canada, Mexico and India

1 Applications accepted in all 50 States

1 Applications individually evaluated based on social, emo-
tional and physical need.

r~ 1 The listis prioritized based on need of applicant.

Dog

Breeds Used Benefits of Retrievers

1 Eager to please. 1 Work well with all
ages
¢ Labrador Retrievers 1 Naturally love to retrieve.
1 Perceived well in

¢ Goldendoodles I 1 Easily adapt to any environ- public

|
|
I 7 Golden Retrievers
|
I ment.
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Service Dogs

Canine Assistants service dogs assist children and adults with physical dis-
abilities or other special needs in a variety of ways. Some of the tasks our
dogs perform include turning lights on and off, opening and closing doors,
pulling wheelchairs, retrieving dropped objects, summoning help, and pro-
viding secure companionship. While all of these functions are vitally impor-
tant in helping a person obtain greater freedom, perhaps the most impres-
sive gift our dogs provide is social, rather than physical, in nature. The
dogs eliminate feelings of fear, isolation, and loneliness felt by their com-

panions.

One Canine Assistants recipient made the value of this gift quite clear
when asked by a reporter what she liked most about her service dog. Im-

makes my mediately, she responded, "My dog makes my wheelchair disappear.”
. Most Canine Assistants service dogs are born, raised, and trained at our
wheelchair facility in Alpharetta, Georgia, while some are occasionally adopted from
_ local organizations or breeders. The majority of our service dogs are re-
disappear." trievers, including both goldens and labradors.

Seizure Response Dogs

In addition to service dogs and companion dogs, Canine Assistants
also trains and provides seizure response dogs for certain recipients.
As with some of our service dogs, these dogs are adopted from vari-
ous organizations and selectively screened for personality, tempera-
ment, and general health. Following general training, seizure re-
sponse dogs are trained to perform one of the following behaviors,
depending on the recipient's need: remain next to the person during
the course of a seizure, summon help in a controlled environment,
or retrieve a phone prior to the seizure when indicated by the re-
cipient. Certain dogs may even develop the ability to predict and re-
act in advance to an oncoming seizure once they are placed with
their recipient.
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